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FORWARD 
Dear Athletes and Members, 

It is our privilege to be presenting you with the first Annual 
Report of the Malta Paralympic Committee. In this inaugural 
edition, we look back and reflect upon the first year of the 
newly-elected Executive Committee and Athletes’ Council, 
showcasing the key milestones achieved together. 

In the first 12 months of its mandate, the newly-elected 
Executive Committee has prioritised the development of a 
sound and sustainable organisational infrastructure for the 
long-term benefit of the MPC and the Paralympic Movement in 
Malta and Gozo. 

Looking ahead towards the future, the Executive Committee 
has set itself an ambitious 10-year National Strategy for Para 
Sport, rooted in its ethos of ‘Inclusion meets Excellence’. In its 
next phase of development, the MPC will be working on its two 
inter-related pillars, that of widening participation in Para Sport 
through grassroots development, and that of supporting the 
development of elite athletes on the national and international 
stage. 

Yours sincerely, 

    Executive Committee of the Malta Paralympic Committee 

 
 
  

 

  

IPC MEMBER 

It is our pleasure to announce that the Malta Paralympic 
Committee’s application to become a member of the 
International Paralympic Committee has been formally 
accepted on the 14th of September 2018. Mr. Xavier Gonzalez 
(Chief Executive Officer of the IPC), congratulated the Malta 
Paralympic Committee on this milestone, a fundamental step 
in opening up a world of opportunities for our Members and 
Athletes. The MPC currently enjoys Provisional Membership 
status and will be considered for Full Membership status at 
the 2019 IPC General Assembly. What this means for you: 

‹ Eligibility of national Para Athletes for IPC Classification 
‹ Eligibility to compete at IPC approved competitions  
‹ Eligibility to compete at the Paralympic Games 
‹ Access to Educational and Development Programmes  

 

Top: the newly elected Executive of the Malta Paralympic Committee & distinguished guests- Elissavet 
Abdelnour (International Paralympic Committee), Hon. Dr. Clifton Grima (Parliamentary Secretary for 
Youths, Sports and Voluntary Organisations.), Hon. Ing. Ryan Callus (Opposition Spokesperson for Sport) 
and, Mr. Oliver Scicluna (Chairperson CRPD). Image Bottom: Ms. Vladyslava Kravchenko (Athlete 
Representative) and Dr. Julian Bajada (Secretary General) at the Elective AGM of the MPC. 
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EXECUTIVE 
STRATEGY  
2019-2029 

The MPC’s mission statement is three-fold: 

(1) Empowering Para-Athletes:  

Entrusted with empowering Para Athletes (athletes with 
physical impairments) in Malta and Gozo to achieve sporting 
excellence and to inspire and excite their communities.  

(2) National Governing Body for Paralympic Sports:  

Acting as the national governing body for sports governed by 
the International Paralympic Committee. 

(3) Supporting the Paralympic Movement:  

Supporting the vision and aspiration of the Paralympic 
Movement in contributing towards a more inclusive society 
for persons with physical impairments in Malta and Gozo.  

Guided by these high-level objectives, the Executive 
Committee has formulated its Executive Strategy 2019-2029. 

Short-Term Objectives: 

✔ Sustainable Organisational Structure 
✔ Awareness Outreach 
✔ Tokyo 2020 

 

Medium-Term Objectives: 

✔ Development of core Para Sport disciplines 
✔ Commonwealth Games 2022 and GSSE 2023 
✔ Paris 2024 

 
Long-Term Objectives: 

✔ Expand Para Sport disciplines 
✔ Develop local expertise in Para Sport 
✔ Commonwealth Games 2026 & Paralympic Games 2028 

 

Malta Paralympic Committee submitted a detailed Policy 
document to the Commission for the National Sport Strategy 
2019-2029 on the National Strategy for Para Sport.  

The recommendations were incorporated into the National Strategy 
for Sport and Physical Activity in Malta, which was published by 
the Parliamentary Secretariat for Youth, Sport & Voluntary 
Organisations in May 2019. 

Implementing our vision 

In turn, the Executive Committee has set out an implementation 
plan geared towards achieving its high-level objectives in 
practical terms, including, among others: 

Operational and organisational 

✔ Status of the MPC under the Sports Act 
✔ Sub-committees entrusted with day-to-day activities 
✔ Administrative support and premises 
✔ Financing and business plan 
✔ Sport associations co-financing schemes 

 
Educational and stakeholder relations 

✔ Media and public relations 
✔ Nationwide Para Athlete engagement  
✔ Educating stakeholders and national curriculum 
✔ Development of local expertise 
✔ Representation on national bodies and at national events 
✔ Mainstreaming of Para Sport in local sport disciplines 
✔ Strengthening international relations 

 
Athlete Development 

✔ Development of core Para Sport disciplines 
✔ Grassroots development schemes 
✔ Elite athlete development schemes 
✔ National Paralympic Team 
✔ Local para sport competition and events 
✔ Training camps and workshops 
✔ European Championships and World Championships 
✔ Commonwealth Games and Small Nations Games 
✔ Paralympic Games 
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WEBSITE 
LAUNCH 
The Malta Paralympic Committee has launched a new web 
portal, www.maltapara.com through which it will be keeping 
athletes, coaches, sports associations and the general public 
up-to-date with the latest projects and developments in its 
mission to empower individuals through Paralympic sport.  

The launch of this website marks the kick-off of an outreach 
campaign aimed at bringing a positive change in the lives of 
persons with physical impairments through sport. 

Speaking from personal experience, Vladyslava Kravchenko 
(Chairperson of the Paralympic Athletes Council), highlighted 
that: ‘the practice of sport can do a lot for society and at an 
individual level, it is simply life changing’, adding that ‘we 
want to ensure that every person with a physical impairment 
is given the opportunity, not by chance, but by choice’. 

EDUCATION 
 

University of Malta  
 
Members of the Executive Committee were entrusted with 
delivering a module dedicated to the Paralympic Movement 
to students studying for the Foundations of Coaching course 
at the Institute for Physical Education & Sport at the 
University of Malta. The Executive Committee will work 
towards rolling out further units and cementing the same on 
the national sport and educational curriculum. 
 
Sports & EU Conference 2019 
 
Members of the Executive Committee were invited as 
keynote speakers at a round table discussion entitled ‘Making 
it professional in Maltese sports; struggles, challenges and 
rewards’ at the 14th Edition of Sport & EU Conference hosted 
in Malta in June 2019.  
 
Athletes invited to inspire schoolchildren 
 
Thomas Borg, a member of the Paralympic Athletes' Council 
and an aspiring Paralympic swimmer shares his experience in 
a local school. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

PARA SPORT 
DEVELOPMENT 

In its first year of operations, the Malta Paralympic Committee has 
focused its attention towards the development of a core set of Para 
Sport disciplines, namely: 

‹ Para Swimming 
‹ Para Athletics 
‹ Para Archery 
‹ Wheelchair Basketball 

The rationale behind the concept of a core set of Para Sport 
disciplines was driven by the strategic objective of building the right 
foundations by adopting a ‘start small and start smart’ approach 
The Executive Committee hopes that this will serve as a model for 
the development of further Para sport disciplines, and a learning 
curve to understand the needs, obstacles, and opportunities, and to 
share these experiences with other national sports associations and 
Para athletes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the longer run, the intention is to shift emphasis toward the 
development of ‘team sports’, so as to foster family ties between 
Para athletes and the sporting community.  

 


